
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

Rocky Bayou Baptist Church 
 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

Parent’s Guide 

 
2009 - 2010 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 
 



 - 1 - 

 

 

TABLE OF CONTENTS 
 

 
About Awana 
 
Awana Club Meeting Times 
 
Awana Age Groups 
 
Our Responsibilities 
 
Your Responsibilities 
 
Information Flow 
 
Registration 
 
Security and Drop-off / Pick-Up Procedures 
 
What to Bring to Awana 
 
What Not to Bring to Awana 
 
Costs 
 
Discipline 
 
Dress Code 
 
Wellness Policy 
 
Child Protection 
 
Awana Store   
 

Team Points   
 
Awana Grand Prix 
 
Awana Bible Quizzing    
 
Awana Games  
 
Service Projects   
 
Missions  
 
Leadership Camp 
 
Leader-in-Training (LIT) Program   
 
About RBBC 
 
 

Items in this handbook are applicable to all Awana clubs held at Rocky Bayou Baptist Church. Some items pertain 
to certain clubs. These sections are noted as to which clubs they are applicable. 
 



 - 2 - 

ABOUT AWANA 
 
The purpose of the Awana ministry is to reach boys and girls with the gospel of Christ and train them to serve 
Him. Our Awana ministry works in unison with the other ministries at RBBC to help your child learn about Jesus 
Christ and to grow in Him.  Your child, along with over 1,300,000 kids across the planet, will meet each week for 
an exciting time of learning, fellowship, and fun.  Our church is charter number 7515 in the US.  There are over 
15,000 “Awana” churches from over 80 different denominations in the US with another 3,000 around the world. 
 

AWANA CLUB MEETING TIMES 
 
Awana Cubbies, Sparks, and T&T clubs meet each Wednesday from 6:00 to 8:00 PM.  Trek and Journey clubs 
(7

th
 – 12

th
 grade) meet each Sunday from 5:30 to 7:00 PM.  On Wednesday nights, opening ceremonies start 

promptly at 6:00 PM so please have you children at club 5 to 10 minutes early and be ready to pick them up 
immediately after closing.  Although we’ll gladly take your kids after club starts, be aware that late arrivals can 
disrupt club activities and hinder you child’s progress by missing important events. We would also like to 
encourage you to attend closing ceremonies and help recognize the clubbers who are getting awards!  You’ll also 
get to hear club announcements first hand (versus reading those crumpled up flyers you find in the clubbers’ 
pockets and book bags!)  
 

AWANA AGE GROUPS 
 
The following clubs are offered at RBBC.  Note: Cubbies must be 3 years old on or before September 1

st
. 

 
 

OUR RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
We in Awana feel it is a privilege and honor to be able to minister to your children each week.  We believe God 
has entrusted us with the tremendous responsibility to teach His word and direction to His children.  As such, we 
strive to be loving and Godly examples to the clubbers as well as to their families.  Our ultimate goal as Awana 
leaders is to reach boys and girls with the gospel of Christ and train them to serve Him.  While doing this we strive 
to provide a safe and fun environment for each and every child.  We are continuously striving to improve physical 
safety and child protection procedures.  We will strive to establish and maintain open and honest communication 
with each child’s parent/guardian.  If you ever have any questions or concerns please do not hesitate to contact 
your child’s leader, club director, or the Awana commander. 

 
YOUR RESPONSIBILITIES 
 
We consider the Awana ministry to your children a partnership between the Awana leaders and you the clubber’s 
parents/guardians.  As such we ask that you be fully involved in your child’s progress and growth throughout the 
year.  Awana is more than just attending club once a week.  In order for clubbers to succeed in completing their 
handbook they desperately need the support and assistance of parents at home.  We also ask that you discuss 
your child’s experience in Awana each week with them.  Ask them what they learned and if they had fun.  Know 
who their leaders are.  Communicate with your child’s leader as often as possible.  Keep your child’s leader 

Puggles
(2 & 3 Year Olds)

Cubbies
(3 & 4 Year Olds)

Sparks
(Kindergarten - 2nd 

Grade)

T&T
(3rd - 6th Grade)

Trek
(7th - 8th Grade)

Journey
(9th - 12th Grade)
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informed of any issues or concerns you may have.  Lastly, please make every effort to stay informed of upcoming 
events so your child may have every opportunity to participate. 

 
 
INFORMATION FLOW 
 
We will make every effort to disseminate information in a timely manner throughout the year.  We will do this 
through several methods.  First, there will be a calendar of events listed in the Awana section of the church 
website (www.rockybayoubaptist.org).  Please check this often as it will be updated at least weekly.  Second, we 
prefer to use email to the maximum extent possible.  This is the quickest and most efficient method for us to get 
critical information (especially short notice) out to parents/clubbers.  Please provide us with a good email (home 
and/or work) and then check your email often.  We will make every effort to keep your email address private.  
Third, we often provide handouts (flyers) to the clubbers at the end of each night.  Please ask your child each 
week if they received a handout.  We’ve found that many times these handouts never make it home and therefore 
the parent never gets the information.  Lastly, we will at times make a phone call to each clubber to disseminate 
information.  This method will mostly be used when last minute changes have occurred and there is insufficient 
time to get the information out otherwise.  

 
REGISTRATION 
 
All children who participate in the Awana ministry at RBBC must have a completed registration form.  Early 
registration is held the weeks prior to the first club meeting but clubbers can register/join anytime during the year. 
 

SECURITY AND DROP-OFF / PICK-UP PROCEDURES 
 
Parents of children in the younger clubs must escort their children to the appropriate drop-off rooms.  An Awana 
director or leader should be present by 5:50 PM to receive clubbers.  Do not leave a child unattended.  Clubbers 
need to be dropped off and picked up in the following locations: 
 

 
 
Clubbers must be picked-up by a parent listed on the registration form or by a friend or relative if prior 
coordination is made.  We will notify parents when a child is sick, fussy, or not adjusting to the Awana night, and 
in rare instances for disciplinary reasons.  Parents will insure their children (or children they bring) are not 
left unattended and roaming around the campus after club. 
 
 
 

ωDrop Off Point - Preschool Building - Toddler C

ωPick Up Point - Preschool Building - Toddler CPuggles

ωDrop Off Point -Building 4 - 1st room on left

ωPick Up Point - Playground (or Drop Off Point during rain)Cubbies

ωDrop Off Point - Building 4 - Room 108

ωPick Up Point - Building 4 - Room 108Sparks

ωDrop Off Point - Game Circle (Building 4 - Room 208 if rain)

ωPick Up Point - Building 4 - Room 208T&T

ωTrek/Journey clubbers will meet in one of the modularsTrek/Journey

http://www.rockybayoubaptist.org/childrenmin/awana.htm
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WHAT TO BRING TO AWANA 
 
X Your child should wear their designated uniform and comfortable shoes for running and playing.  No sandals 

or dress shoes please. 
X Bible (the handbooks are in NKJV) 
X Awana Handbook 
X Weekly Dues (if not pre-paid for the year) 
 

WHAT NOT TO BRING TO AWANA 
 
Your child should not bring other items with them that haven’t been pre-approved by their director (for example:  
dressed bananas are appropriate on Dress-a-Banana Night!). If your child does bring something which does not 
pertain to Awana with them and a leader sees it, your child will be asked to put it away and keep it out of sight. If a 
leader sees the item again, the leader will hold onto the item until the end of the night. 
 
Gum, candy, and other snacks should not be brought to club.  Puggles, Cubbies, Sparks, and sometimes 
T&T will be provided with snacks during the evening. 
 

COSTS 
 
The Awana ministry does its best to keep costs to a minimum, however there are a few costs associated when 

your child participates in Awana as outlined below.  $100/family maximum for dues, books, and uniforms. 

 
(You will receive an “order form” with pricing for uniforms, handbooks, and other items as part of your child’s registration form.) 

 
 

Puggles

ωFree!

ωOptional Take Home Cards - $12.00

ωOptional Puggles T-Shirt - $9.00

Cubbies

ωHandbook - $8.00 / Uniform Vest - $9.00

ωDues - $0.75/week or $20.00/year

Sparks

ωHandbook - $9.00 / Uniform Vest - $10.00

ωDues $0.75/week or $20.00/year

Truth & Training

ωHandbook - $ 8.00 / T-Shirt Uniform - $13.00 

ωDues - $0.75/week or $20.00/yr

Trek

ωBook - $8.00 / Uniform - $15.00

ωDues - $0.75/week or $20.00/yr

Journey

ωBook - $10.00 / Uniform - $16.00

ωDues - $0.75/week or $20.00/yr

Optional Purchases

ωMemory Verses on CD $10.00

ωHandbook Bag $  5.00



 - 5 - 

 
 
There are also occasional events and activities which will have a cost associated with them. You will receive 
information about these activities throughout the year. 
 
Please do not let finances stand in the way of your child participating in Awana. If there is a financial 
need, please talk with your childôs club director, or the Awana Commander and we will work with you so 
your child may continue to participate in our Awana ministry.  We have full and partial scholarships 
available. 
 

DISCIPLINE 
 
There are two practiced forms of discipline you and your child should understand.  The first pertains only to group 
discipline while the second is directed at individuals. 
 
The “5-Count” is used to bring the group to order. As the leader counts slowly and clearly to “5” (1, 2 … 5), the 
children should become quiet and still.  Normally this occurs by “3 or 4”.  Color groups may at times get awarded 
extra shares or points for being the first recognized group to come to order! 
 
The “3-Count” is used for an individual rebellion. The child is given a “1” the first time he/she misbehaves and the 
action in question is discussed so the child understands the inappropriate behavior. If the child continues to 
misbehave, he/she is given a “2” by the leader or director and then is escorted to the Awana Commander to 
discuss his/her behavior. If the child continues to misbehave or be disruptive, he/she receives a “3”.  Upon 
receiving a “3”, the child is escorted home (or to the parents) by the commander and one other leader and will 
miss club for that evening. The commander will discuss with the parent the reason for this action.  
 
Our Awana ministry is very exciting and we seldom have serious discipline problems (A “3” is extremely rare!) 
However, we realize that there are many family situations that may affect a child’s behavior. We encourage you to 
let your child’s Awana director know if there is any situation that may help us in ministering to your child.  
 
Awana has only a few guidelines pertaining to personal behavior: 
 

1. Honor Christ in your work and play 
2. Keep your hands to your self 
3. Speak to others with respect 
4. Obey the Awana leaders and other adults  

 

DRESS CODE 
 
Please observe the following guidelines with regard to clothing worn at Awana: 
 
X Club uniform should be worn at each club once it has been earned.   
X Pants or knee-length shorts – no short shorts please.  Girls may wear dresses as long as they are at least 

knee length and will provide modesty during all activities (games, sitting on floor, etc). 
X Tennis shoes or other appropriate closed-toe sports shoes will be worn.  No sandals, flip-flops, or dress 

shoes please.  This is a safety issue. 
X Bring a jacket on cold nights for outside game time. 
X No bare mid-drifts (this goes for boys too!) 
X No obscene, distasteful, crude, or otherwise unacceptable slogans, pictures or logos on clothing. 
X No tight shirts, sweaters, pants or shorts.  That goes for both boys and girls. 
X No spaghetti straps or tank tops.  Again, applies to boys and girls. 
X No underwear (includes boxers) showing at any time.  Boys, keep your pants pulled up. 
X Sports clothing/gear (cleats, shin guards, football pads, etc) should not be worn to Awana. 

 
Our goal is not to be legalistic but to provide an appropriate environment that is pleasing and honoring to God.     
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WELLNESS POLICY 
 
As we all know, sicknesses affect not only each child, but also the other children in the child’s Awana group, as 
well as the families throughout the church if the illness is given opportunity to spread. Here is our established 
health policy for the Awana ministry. 
 
Children SHOULD NOT attend Awana if they have any of the following symptoms: 

X Fever (100 degrees or higher) within the last 24 hours 
X Vomiting within the last 24 hours 
X Diarrhea within the last 24 hours 
X Runny nose if accompanied by other symptoms and/or colored discharge 
X Bad Cough – coughing increases the chance of infection being spread to others 
X Any rash that is suspected to be contagious 
X If your child is prescribed an anti-biotic, they must have been on the anti-biotic for a minimum of 48 hours 

prior to attending Awana 
 

LICE 
 
Rocky Bayou Baptist Church has implemented a “No Nit Policy” in order to protect the children who are discipled 
via the ministries of Rocky Bayou Baptist Church.  The following will be out preventative and protective process of 
keeping a trusted environment: 
 

 Staff establishes sanitized environments prior to usage. 

 Awana Commander alerted to any children itching or scratching scalp. 

 Leadership team and teachers doing discreet checks randomly throughout classroom time. (Great care is 
taken to protect child from fear or embarrassment) 

 Awana Commander will contact Children’s Ministry Staff to confirm or dismiss concern.   

 Parent will be contacted immediately with valid concerns.  

 Whole club would then be more thoroughly inspected as well as siblings and their classmates.   

 Parent(s) would be offered information and any assistance needed to complete needed treatment with 
child. 

 Parent(s) would be asked to keep child off campus until no nits are present. 

 Children’s Ministry Staff will stay in relationship-based contact with families throughout the process. 
 

 
CHILD PROTECTION 
 
Child protection is taken VERY seriously by Rocky Bayou Baptist Church and Awana Clubs International.  RBBC 
has an extensive and thorough program in place to ensure the safety and well being of every child and youth.  
Awana Clubs International has developed extensive policies and training materials to do the same.  The following 
are some of the measures in place at RBBC Awana to ensure your child is safe and protected: 
 
Strict requirements to become a leader – all of our leaders must meet certain criteria before they are allowed to 
serve in Awana.  They must have formally joined and been accepted for membership of RBBC.  They must have 
completed or be in the process of completing the 10-week new members class. 
 
Background Investigations – All leaders must fill out a screening application and submit to a background 
investigation.  Background investigations are completed on ALL leaders.   
 
Two-person concept – Leaders are not allowed to be one-on-one with a clubber at any time.  When individual 
counseling is needed, the leader and clubber must remain in visual contact with another leader at all times.  
Leaders will never go behind closed doors alone with a clubber. 
 
Bathroom procedures – Leaders may escort clubbers to the bathroom but will remain outside the bathroom.  If the 
leader is required to enter the bathroom to aid the clubber they will be accompanied by another leader.  If at all 
possible, the bathroom door will remain at least partially open when leaders are inside with clubbers. 
 



 - 7 - 

Leader Oversight – Individual leaders are constantly monitored to ensure compliance with the above procedures.  
Club directors, secretaries, and the Awana commander roam the halls to provide oversight and assist with the 
procedures above if needed. 
 
Identification – Leader identification cards must be worn by each leader.  This will identify them as a fully 
approved and cleared leader.  Visitors (parents, guest speakers, etc) will be required to obtain an appropriate 
visitor badge and will be under the supervision of the club director or a designated leader. 
 
Open door policy – Parents/guardians are always welcome to attend club with their child.  In fact, we highly 
encourage your involvement in nightly club activities and other Awana sponsored activities (Awana Games, 
Grand Prix, campouts, etc).  We also encourage you to let us know of any concerns you have or ways we can 
improve our procedures. 
 

AWANA STORE (Sparks and T&T Clubs) 

 
Children can earn shares (Awana money) by completing handbook sections and winning games (and 
occasionally as rewards for unsolicited service to the leaders or to the club!) These shares can be used in the 
Awana Store to “purchase” various items.  Both clubs have “Store Nights” throughout the year, usually during 
game or handbook time.  Some clubs “bank” the Awana shares for the clubbers and others elect to give the 
shares out and let the clubbers keep track. If this is the case, we recommend taping or fastening an envelope 
inside the back cover of the handbook for storing the hard-earned shares.  
 

TEAM POINTS (T&T Clubs Only) 
 
Each child is initially assigned to a “color” team (red, blue, green or yellow). Each child earns points for their team 
by doing the following each night: 
 

Ç Attendance 
Ç Wearing their complete uniform 
Ç Bringing a Bible 
Ç Bringing their Awana Handbook 
Ç Attending Sunday School (can be at any church) 
Ç Bringing a friend (this earns a lot of points!) 
Ç Passing handbook sections 

 
Each child on the winning color team that night receives two Awana shares during closing ceremony each week.  
We will occasionally realign color teams during the year if one team consistently wins each night. 
 

AWANA GRAND PRIX (Sparks and T&T Clubs) 
 
Our annual Grand Prix will be held in the spring. Kits are sold for approximately 
$3.00. About two weeks before the race, there will be a “Pit Party” where we will 
have tools set up to cut and sand the cars.  All painting and wheel assembly will 
be done at home.  We encourage the clubbers to complete as much of the work 
themselves if possible.  Trophies (1

st
, 2

nd
, and 3

rd
 place) are awarded after the 

races for Design and Speed from T&T and Sparks.  
 
In the recent past, we have invited other clubs to join in the Awana Grand Prix in an “Open Division”.  Any person 
associated with Awana (Cubbies, Leaders, Leaders-in-Training) can participate in this division.  No trophies are 
awarded in this division. 
 

 

AWANA BIBLE QUIZZING (T&T Clubs Only) 
 
Each year there is a Bible Quiz for our T&T clubs.  This year’s Bible Quizzing event will be help at will be a 
panhandle wide quiz with churches from Panama City to Pensacola participating..  To participate in Bible 
Quizzing, the clubbers must reach certain “milestones” (at least half the book) in their handbooks and agree to 
attend dedicated practices for the Quizzing.  The quizzes are excellent venues for clubbers to enhance their 
memorization skills.  In the past, the clubbers (and leaders) have enjoyed the “practices” almost as much as the 
big day.  More information about these events will be made available later in the year.  
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AWANA GAMES (Sparks, T&T, and 24/7 Clubs) 
 
Awana Games is one of the year’s highlights for clubbers, leaders, and parents! It is 
another regional event attended by 8-12 churches from the area.  Like Quizzing, 
clubbers must reach certain milestones in their handbooks and commit to about 3-4 
practices prior to the event.  A small cost is collected to cover uniforms (t-shirts) and 
entrance fee. 
 

SERVICE PROJECTS (T&T and Trek/Journey Clubs) 
 
Children/youth are not too young to serve our Lord.  There will be one or two service opportunities (Fall and 
Spring) where the clubbers and leaders (and parents!) can put into practice what they are learning in club. We 
have raked leaves, visited nursing homes, made cookies, and washed cars together.  These events are voluntary 
but highly encouraged and well attended!  Stay tuned for more information. 
 

MISSIONS 
 
Awana Adopt-A-Club (Sparks and T&T Clubs) -- Jesus commands us to “Go and teach all nations… (Mat 28:19)”. 
We participate each year in the Awana Adopt-A-Club program.  Through this venue, our clubbers will be assisting 
Awana clubs in other countries (Peru in our case). Awana does offer awards for participating in Adopt-a-Club. To 
receive the Adopt-a-Club award, the child must bring $5 to club during the campaign. Rather than simply opening 
up the wallet, we encourage parents to help clubbers “earn” their contribution by doing chores around the house.  
This helps instill the element of sacrifice and hard work to further the cause of Christ.  
 
Missions Emphasis Nights -- There will be nights where there is an emphasis on missions, focusing on needs of 
other countries and missionaries. With this emphasis on missions, it is our prayer that the children will grow with a 
desire to serve and to help missions work, reaching others for Christ.  We also have an annual fundraiser to raise 
Christmas “shopping” money for our regional Awana missionary family (Bruce and 
Melanie Patrick). 
 
Ministry Tools – We are very excited this year to announce this new event that will be 
taking place in our Trek/Journey Club.  Ministry Tools events will allow our youth 
clubbers the opportunity to use their biblical knowledge and God-given talents and gifts 
to minister to others in the community.  Stay tuned for more information as we finalize 
the details. 
 

LEADERSHIP CAMP (5th
 grade and up only) 

 
Each year we take a group of our clubbers to a week long camp in Dayton, TN near Chattanooga.  At Leadership 
Camp, young people will find fun, friendships, and faithful counselors. A mature, capable staff puts together a 
program designed to help young people grow in their relationship with God. Camp cost is approximately $225 
(plus approximately $50 for travel costs).  Clubbers must apply and be accepted to attend Leadership Camp.  The 
completion of two books (in 3

rd
 through 12

th
 grade) is mandatory so encourage your child to work hard throughout 

the year and reward him or her with one of the greatest, most memorable weeks he or she can experience.  

 
 
LEADER-IN-TRAINING (LIT) PROGRAM 
 
A few T&T graduates have voluntarily entered the Leader-In-Training (LIT) program and continue in Awana by 
serving as a helper in Cubbies or Sparks.  LITs work under the tutelage of our club leaders to learn ministerial 
skills. They also work through the appropriate Awana handbooks for their grade as required by Awana and attend 
Trek/Journey club on Sunday nights. 
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ABOUT RBBC 
 
Rocky Bayou Baptist Church is affiliated with the Southern Baptist Convention and has many ministries to help 
meet the needs of the community. We offer many children’s ministries as well as youth and adult ministries. If you 
would like more information, you can contact the church office (678-6062) or visit the church web site at 
http://www.rockybayoubaptist.org 
  
We invite you to attend our worship services Sunday at 10:15 AM. We also offer excellent mid-week adult 
education opportunities during club on Wednesday (6:15 –8:00 PM).  
 
Church Contacts 
 
Senior Pastor – Carey Olson     Carey@rockybayoubaptist.org 
Minister of Worship – Carey Dean   Carey.D@rockybayoubaptist.org 
Awana Commander – David Melendez   awana@rockybayoubaptist.org  
 

 
Rocky Bayou Baptist Church Awana Clubs 

2401 N. Partin Drive 
Niceville, FL 32578 
Phone:  678-6062 

 
 
 

Links 
 
 

http://www.rockybayoubaptist.org 
 

http://www.awana.org 
 

http://www.dsawana.com 
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